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MARS and beyond: ventures to the frontiers of science 

Almost half a century ago, man walked on the Moon. Ever since, men and women have worked tirelessly on many other space-based 
endeavors, with the latest goal being to reach Mars — a true human and technological challenge.

To better understand this challenge, CSEM brings together three astronauts around the table: Charlie Duke, who walked on the 
moon during the Apollo 16 mission; Elena Kondakova, the first Russian woman to make a long-duration spaceflight; and “our” 
Claude Nicollier, also Chairman of CSEM.

During the day, they will talk about their amazing journeys, and about what such experiences have taught us about the upcoming 
steps in human space exploration, including missions to the planet Mars and possibly even beyond the red planet at some point in 
the future.

They will be joined by Franco Ongaro, Head of ESTEC, the technology branch of ESA, who will provide us with the agency’s 
perspective, and Suren Erkman, Professor at the University of Lausanne, who will address the relevance of manned interplanetary 
missions to terrestrial sustainability.

The event will be moderated by Clement Charles, CEO ATC Future Medias. Presentations will be followed by a networking cocktail.

We look forward to welcoming you to Bern on 9 April 2014 at 13:30 at the Hotel Schweizerhof for this stimulating event.

Mario El-Khoury 
 
CEO

Georges Kotrotsios 
 
VP Marketing & Business Development



13:30 Welcome on board

Mario El-Khoury, CEO, CSEM (Switzerland)

13:50 Six months living and working off-Earth 

Elena Kondakova, cosmonaut, first woman to make a long-duration spaceflight (Russia)

14:20 First steps on the moon 

Charlie Duke, astronaut and moonwalker (USA)

14:50 Fixing Hubble – the challenge and the reward 

Claude Nicollier, astronaut & Chairman of CSEM (Switzerland)

15:20 Coffee break

15:50 Which technologies will get us there and beyond? 

Franco Ongaro, ESA Director of Technical and Quality Management and Head of ESTEC (Noordwijk, the Netherlands)

16:20 Relevance of manned interplanetary missions to terrestrial sustainability 

Suren Erkman, Professor at the University of Lausanne

16:50 Panel discussion moderated by Clement Charles, CEO ATC Future Medias

17:45 Networking cocktail

Program 
Wednesday, 9 April, 2014

Attendance is free of charge, but registration is compulsory for attendees. As only a limited number of places are available at this 
event, register as early as possible and no later than Monday, 31 March, 2014, using your personal link.



CSEM SA
Rue Jaquet-Droz 1
CH-2002 Neuchâtel

Aline Moser
Tel: 032 720 5687
E-mail: aline.moser@csem.ch

On-line event registration  
at www.csem.ch/events/mars
 - Registration is free of charge but compulsory
 - Please register no later than Monday, 31 March, 2014. 
 
Special thank for organizational support : 
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